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Education and Enforcement, 
Buckle-up Maine - No Excuses 
Aims to Increase Statewide Use 
of Safety Belts 

 
 

You may have heard it on the radio, at work, 
or at the beach “Buckle-Up Maine - No 
Excuses”.  This is the message from law 
enforcement and the Bureau of Highway 
Safety.  In May & June a statewide education 
& enforcement program will be conducted in 
an effort to increase the rate of safety belt use 
in Maine.  The Bureau allocated nearly 
$150,000 to 77 law enforcement departments 
for this education & enforcement program.  
National statistics show that around 50% of 
people killed in crashes do not have their 
safety belts properly fastened.  Many of these 
deaths could be avoided. 

* 

Speed Prevention Grant 
MEBHS is currently researching speed related 
crashes and fatalities in Maine in preparation 
for an announcement of a speed grant 
opportunity. The Speed Grant will target some 
of the highest-risk areas.  This year the speed 
grants will be a pilot project offered to those 
departments who are located in the highest 
speed related crash areas.  For more info call 
207-626-3840.                     

OUI Grant 
MEBHS recently has invited law enforcement 
agencies to participate in the summer OUI 
enforcement and education grant program.  
This is a program designed to save lives, 
prevent injuries, and reduce alcohol-related 
crashes, which increase health care and 
economic costs.  Twenty departments will be 
awarded an OUI grant based on analysis of 
crashes and fatalities.  For more info call 207-
626-3840 

* 

Willie B Safe Promotes the 
Grave Digger Event 
 
Willie is wearing the latest Grave Digger shirt 
to promote the Monster Jam on June 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd, at Speedway 95, Hermon Maine. 
For more info;  www.speedway95racing.com 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Breakthrough Research on 
Real-World Driver Behavior 
Released April 20, 2006 
Driver inattention is the leading factor in most 
crashes and near-crashes. Nearly 80 percent 
of crashes and 65 percent of near-crashes 
involved some form of driver inattention 
within three seconds before the event.   
    http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov 

* 
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Safety Belts Save Lives 
 

 
 
Young Males, Pickup Truck Occupants, 
Rural Drivers and Drivers at Night are 
Those Least Likely to Buckle Up and at 
Greatest Risk 
 

• Regular safety belt use is the single 
most effective way to protect people 
and reduce fatalities in motor vehicle 
crashes. 

• Yet nearly one in five Americans (18 
percent nationally) still fail to regularly 
wear their safety belts when driving or 
riding in a motor vehicle. 

• Although safety belt use increased to a 
record 82 percent nationally in 2005 
(up from 58 percent since 1994), too 
many Americans still choose not to 
regularly wear their safety belts. 

• According to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA), 31,693 passenger vehicle 
occupants died in traffic crashes during 
2004 – and 55 percent of those killed 
were NOT wearing their safety belts at 
the time of the crash.   

• In 2005, observed safety belt use in 
primary law states averaged 85 
percent, compared to 75 percent in 
states with secondary laws. 

 
 
 

 
Driving Contract For New 
Drivers and Their Parents 
 

From Secretary of State Matthew Dunlap 
The current statistics regarding young drivers 
are sobering:  

• Nearly one young driver is killed 
each week in Maine;  

• More than 60 young drivers are 
injured each week in Maine;  

Most fatalities and injuries among young 
drivers are the result of driver inexperience 
and risky driving behavior.  Fortunately, 
both of these issues can be addressed and 
significantly reduced when parents take an 
active role in their teenagers' driver 
education.  
 
For a copy of the Young Driver/Parent 
contract:  
 
http://www.maine.gov/sos/bmv/contract.pdf 
 

* 

Wrong Turn  
By Malcolm Gladwell 
 
How the fight to make America's  
highways safer went off course 
 
“Every two miles, the average driver makes 
four hundred observations, forty decisions, 
and one mistake.”  This July 2001 article from 
the New Yorker is a must read for those 
interested in the history of highway safety. 
 
Find the article at;     www.gladwell.com 
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Ford and Governors 
Highway Safety Association 
 

 
In its third year, Driving Skills for Life (DSFL) 
concentrates on four key driving skills that 
Ford Motor Company, Governors Highway 
Safety Association (GHSA) and safety experts 
believe have the most promise of preventing 
crashes: Hazard Recognition, Vehicle 
Handling, Speed Management, and Space 
Management. DSFL combines learning 
materials for use by students, parents, 
educators, and instructors for use at home, in 
schools and community settings.  For free 
materials & info; 
 
See   http://www.drivingskillsforlife.com 
 

* 

Maine Fatal Crash Statistics 
As of May 22, 2006 

 
55 Motor Vehicle Fatalities 

 
Young Drivers age 16 to20 accounted for 17 

fatal crashes and 20 deaths.   
 

* 

 

Insurance Institute Crash 
Worthiness Evaluations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See  www.iihs.org 

* 
 

Good-Bye to Traci Leigh 
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We miss you already Traci, and wish you well 
on your new adventure to New York! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* 
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Best Highway Safety Ad 
 
This simple message clearly states a similar 
theme used in Maine Driving Dynamics 
classes.  “Crashes are not Accidents” & 
therefore can be prevented. 
 
Our hats off to the authors of this ad.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.researchamerica.org/outreach/pri.html 

 
 

CPS Training 
 

 
 
Betty Mason reports the Bureau of Highway 
Safety and the Maine Injury Prevention 
Program sponsored a four day standardized 
NHTSA Child Passenger Safety Technician 
training at the Public Safety building May 11, 
12, 15 & 16.  Students were taught to select 
and secure children in the appropriate child 
safety restraint for the child's weight, age and 
height and how to properly install a variety of 
child restraint systems into a variety of 
vehicles.  The students represented hospitals; 
CAP agencies, Fire Departments, Social 
Service Agencies, and school transportation 
departments from around Maine.  The class 
participated in a public check up event held at 
the Armory on Western Avenue.  Ten seats 
were checked in spite of pouring rain.  
Following the four-day class students will be 
able to participate in future check up events 
and provide awareness training about child 
passenger safety.  For details about the 
training or for information about future 
classes, please contact Betty Mason at  
207-287-4288.      

* 
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The Parent – Teen Driving Challenge 

June -September 2006 
Register Today 

 
WCSH 6, AAA & Maine Bureau of Highway Safety are sponsoring a series of challenging 
driving clinics for teens and their parents. The series will culminate with the Get Out Alive 
Challenge Fair to be held at Oxford Plains Speedway on Saturday, September 30.  Clinic 
participants will have an opportunity to put their new knowledge of driving safety to the test and 
be eligible for special prizes. Look for special offerings at the Fair. 

 
Studies show the easiest way to survive car crashes 

is by not crashing. 
 

Prevention is the key 
 

Get Out Alive Parent – Teen Challenge is about defining the risks for younger drivers, 
discussing reasons for the increased risk, and to determine actions younger drivers and 

parents can take to reduce those risks. 
Crashes are not accidents. 

Together you will look at human behaviors, choices, responsibility and control. 
At the end of this class you will have a roadmap to safer driving. 

 
Go to www.maine.gov/dps/bhs for more info on registration 
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Welcome to Michelle Ward 
 
Michelle Ward, former Motor Vehicles 
Training Specialist joins the Bureau of 
Highway Safety as our newest Highway 
Safety Coordinator.  She is excited at the 
prospect of working in highway safety and 
meeting all of you and we are excited to 
have her in our office.  Welcome Michelle! 

 
 
 

 
 

 
* 
 
 
 

* 

Safe Kids 
Safe Kids Maine conducted a Child 
Passenger Safety Update-Refresher class in 
Florian Hall at the Central Maine Commerce 
Center on May 4, 2006.  Forty-four Certified 
Child Passenger Safety Technicians attended 
the class to receive the latest information on 
transporting children safely.  Safe Kids 
Maine has two Mobile Car Seat Checkup 
Vans available for events statewide.  For 
additional information, contact Safe Kids 
Maine at 207-774-9891, 
safekidsmaine@yahoo.com or visit 
www.safekidsmaine.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Bad Statistics Lead to 
Misinformation” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to the Status Report April 2006, 
of the Insurance Institute for Highway 
Safety says beware of  “statistics”. See the 
whole article for more details. 

www.iihs.org 
* 
 

National Safety Council 
Family Guide 
Assists families in understanding and 
managing the journey their teens will travel 
from beginner to independent driver.  

http://www.nsc.org/issues/teendriving/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

* 
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